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Lapan protokol baharu diumum

Pemakaian
pelitup muka
turut diberi
kelonggaran

di lokasi tertentu

Oleh Zanariah Abd Mutalib,
Fahmy A Rosli, Muhammad
Yusri Muzamir dan

Noor Atigah Sulaiman -
bhnews@bh.com.my

Putrajaya: Berkuat kuasa 1 Mei
ini, pemakaian pelitup muka di
luar bangunan dan tempat ter-
buka tidak lagi perlu, namun wa-
jib dipakai dalam bangunan ter-
masuk pusat beli-belah dan pe-
ngangkutan awam.

Kelonggaran itu adalah lapan
protokol baharu diumumkan
Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy Ja-
maluddin, semalam sebagai lang-
kah ‘kawalan dan pencegahan
COVID-19 di negara ini, ketika
negara berada dalam Fasa Per-
alihan ke Endemik bermula 1
April lalu.

Khairy menjelaskan, pemaka-
ian pelitup muka di luar bangu-

*nan dan kawasan terbuka adalah '

atas pilihan tetapi amat digalak-
kan kerana mampu mengurang-
kan penularan jangkitan.
“Pemakaian pelitup muka wa-
jib apabila berada di dalam ba-
ngunan termasuk gedung mem-
beli-belah dan pengangkutan
awam termasuk e-hailing.
“Pelitup muka bagaimanapun
boleh ditanggalkan semasa me-
lakukan senaman berat di dalam
bangunan tetapi perlu segera di-
pakai semula selepas selesai, jika

berseorangan di dalam suatu ru-
ang, ketika sedang makan dan
minum, sedang berucap dan
membuat persembahan,” kata-
nya pada sidang media di sini,
semalam.

Pada masa sama, Khairy ber-
kata, individu yang positif CO-
VID-19 boleh dilepaskan dari-
pada pengasingan bermula pada
hari keempat jika disahkan ne-
gatif menerusi ujian RTK An-
tigen yang diselia pengamal pe-
rubatan berdaftar.

Bagaimanapun, jika masih po-
sitif pada hari keempat, mereka
perlu melengkapkan tempoh pe-
ngasingan tujuh hari
seperti diwajibkan ke-
tika ini.

“Ujian perlu dilaku-
kan mengguna RTK |
Antigen kendiri de-
ngan penyeliaan pe-
ngamal  perubatan
yvang berdaftar de-
ngan Majlis Peruba-
tan Malaysia (MMC),
sama ada secara fizi-
kal atau maya.

“Keputusan wujian
itu perlu dimasukkan
ke dalam sistem eCO-
VID oleh pengamal perubatan ba-
gi memastikan integrasi data de-
ngan aplikasi MySejahtera dapat
berlaku dalam tempoh kurang sa-
{u jam supaya individu itu segera
mendapat perintah pelepasan da-
ripada pengasingan apabila ke-
putusan ujian pengesanannya
negatif.

“Jika individu tidak memilih
untuk menjalani ujian pengesa-
nan COVID-19, maka pelepasan
akan diberikan secara automatik
selepas menjalani pengasingan
selama tujuh hari,” katanya.

Selain itu, Khairy memaklum-
kan, individu dibenarkan mema-

)/

Khairy Jamaluddin

suki mana-mana premis bermula
1 Mei ini tanpa mengira status
vaksinasi mereka.

Bagaimanapun, individu yang
positif COVID-19 walaupun mem-
punyai status vaksinasi lengkap
dan dalam tempoh Perintah Pe-
ngawasan dan Pemerhatian
(HSQ) termasuk pengembara
tanpa vaksinasi lengkap yang ba-
ru tiba di Malaysia, tidak dibe-
narkan memasuki premis.

Khairy berkata, keperluan uji-
an pengesanan COVID-19 sebe-
lum berlepas ke Malaysia dan
ujian semasa ketibaan digugur-
kan bagi kumpulan pengembara
tertentu.

Ia termasuk pe-
ngembara berusia 13
tahun dan ke atas
yang sudah lengkap
vaksinasi, mempu-
nyai sejarah jangki-

daripada tarikh sem-
buh- sebelum berle-
pas ke Malaysia serta
berusia 12 tahun ke
bawah tanpa mengira
status vaksinasi.
“Polisi yang sama
akan diguna pakai bagi semua
kategori pengembara termasuk
umrah, haji dan pekerja asing.
Bagi pengembara umrah dan ha-
Ji, mereka dikehendaki menda-
patkan vaksinasi dos penggalak
sebelum berlepas ke Tanah Suci.

“Semua pengembara masih
perlu mengemukakan Traveller’s
Card yang dipaparkan dalam ap-
likasi MySejahtera semasa keti-
baan di Pintu Masuk Antara-
bangsa (PMA),” katanya.

Pada masa sama, Khairy ber-
kata, insurans COVID-19 bagi pe-
ngembara bukan warga Malaysia
tidak lagi menjadi prasyarat ke-

masukan ke negara ini.
Penjarakan fizikal antara in-
dividu atau kumpulan tidak di-
perlukan, selepas mengambil ki-
ra semua aktiviti sudah dibenar-
kan dengan penggunaan 100 pe-
ratus kapasiti ruang, namun ma-
sih digalakkan dalam keadaan

tidak memakai pelitup muka.

“Imbasan kod QR MySejahtera
tidak diwajib apabila memasuki
premis atau tempat awam, namun
saya ingin menyeru semua me-
ngaktifkan fungsi MySdJ Trace un-
tuk tujuan pengesanan kontak,”
katanya.
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Kuching

aksin Covid-19 Comir-
‘) naty keluaran Pfizer

dengan nombor ke-
lompok FKg414 sudah diberi
kelulusan oleh Bahagian Re-
gulatori Farmasi Negara
(NPRA) bagi perlanjutan
tempoh jangka hayat dari-
pada enam bulan kepada
sembilan bulan untuk be-
buli (vial) vaksin yang di-
simpan pada suhu -90°C se-
hingga -60°C.

Pengarah Kesihatan Sara-
wak Dr Ooi Choo Huck ber-
kata, ia tambahan tiga bulan
daripada tarikh asal dicetak
pada label vial.

“Cetakan tarikh luput
pada vial bernombor kelom-
pok FKo414 adalah o2/2022.

“Tarikh luput asal pada 28
Februari 2022 dan tarikh
luput baharu pada 31 Mei
2022," katanya pada kenya-
taan semalam.

Ia berikutan video yang
tular di media sosial ba-
ru-baru ini berkenaan isu
pemberian vaksinh sudah
melepasi tarikh luput.

Sehubungan itu, beliau
berkata, vaksin itu selamat
digunakan sehingga 31 Mei
ini.

Menjelaskan  lanjut, Dr
Ooi berkata, penentuan
jangka hayat produk farma-
seutikal termasuk vaksin
Covid-19 ditetapkan berda-
sarkan ujian kestabilan pro-
duk vaksin yang dijalankan
pengilang.

Katanya, ujian dijalankan
pada masa nyata untuk su-
hu penyimpanan tertentu.

dIl

d

9 bul

|

“Vaksin Covid-19 diba-
ngunkan dalam jangka ma-
sa singkat (kurang daripada
dua tahun) sebagai tindak
balas kepada pandemik ber-
kenaan berbanding tempoh
pembangunan biasa sesuatu
produk farmaseutikal.

“Oleh itu, tempoh ujian
dijalankan untuk menentu-
kan jangka hayat vaksin ada-
lah terhad.

“Pengilang hanya dibenar |

meletakkan tarikh luput
berdasarkan tempoh kesta-
bilan vaksin itu diuji pada
masa nyata dan bukan se-
cara ekstrapolasi,” katanya.

TEMPOH jangka hayat vaksin Covid-19 akan berubah jika ada perubahan kepada suhu penyimpanan.

Dr Ooi menambah, jika
pengilang ada data tamba-
han setelah vjian lanjut di-
jalankan, permohonan per-
lanjutan jangka hayat vaksin
akan dikemuka kepada
NPRA untuk dinilai.

Katanya, perlanjutan
tempoh jangka hayat pro-
duk vaksin hanya diluluskan
setelah hasil penilaian dapat
mengesahkan ia memenuhi
keperluan regulatori.

Selain itu, Dr Ooi berkata,
tempoh jangka hayat vaksin
Covid-19 akan berubah jika
ada perubahan kepada suhu
penyimpanan.

ayat

“Oleh itu, tarikh luput ba-

haru akan diberikan kepada
produk terbabit.
. “Produk masih selamat
untuk diadministrasi selagi
mana ia belum melangkaui
tarikh luput baharu,” kata-
nya.

Justeru, beliau meminta
orang ramai supaya tidak
meragui keselamatan vak-
sin yang diterima.

Orang awam boleh me-
layari laman web
https:/funnw.npra.gov.my un-
tuk mengetahui maklumat
nombor kelompok yang ter-
babit,

KL, Selangor- catat
tiga kes kematian

Kasals Lasmpasr: Sebanyak
761,309 atau 21.4 peratus
kanak-kanak berumur li-
ma hingga 11 melengkap-
kan vaksinasi di bawah
Program  Imunisasi Co-
vid-19 Kebangsaan Ka-
nak-Kanak (PICKids) seta-
kat kelmarin.
Berdasarkan laman web
Covidnow, 1,504,066 ka-
nak-kanak dalam kumpu-
lan sama atau 42.3 peratus
menerima sekurang-ku-
rangnya satu dos vaksin.
Bagi remaja berumur, 12
hingga 17, 2,889,620 indi-
vidu atau 92.9 peratus leng-
kap vaksinasi manakala
2,988,492 atau 96.1 peratus
menerima  sekurang-ku-
rangnya satu dos vaksin.
Sejumlah 16,020,386 in-
dividu dewasa atau 68.1
peratus menerima dos
penggalak manakala
22,965,472 atau 97.6 pe-
ratus lengkap kedua-dua
dos vaksin dan 23,242,030
atau 08.8 peratus mene-
rima sekurang-kurangnya

satu dos vaksin.

Sehanyak 34,376 dos vak-
sin Covid-19 harian diberi
membabitkan 6,906 dos
pertama, 22,782 dos kedua
dan 4,688 dos penggalak,
menjadikan jumlah kumu-
latif pemberian vaksin me-
nerusi Program Imunisasi
Covid-19 Kebangsaan (Pi-
ck) sehanyak 70,158,087.

Sementara itu, menurut
portal GitHub Kementeri-
an Kesihatan, 13 kematian
dilapor kelmarin dengan
Selangor dan Kuala Lum-
pur masing-masing men-
catatkan angka tertinggi
iaitu tiga kes, diikuti Kedah
dan Perak masing-masing
dengan dua kes manakala
satu kes masing-masing di
Melaka, Pahang dan Pulau
Pinang.
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PUTRAJAYA - Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM) mem-
benarkan aktiviti takbir hari raya di
masjid dan surau seluruh negara.

Menterinya, Khairy Jamaluddin
Abu Bakar berkata, aktiviti tersebut
juga dibenarkan dari rumah ke rumah
tetapi perlu sentiasa memakai pelitup
muka.

“Solat sunat hari raya juga dibenar-
kan diadakan di masjid dan surau de-
ngan kapasiti 100 peratus dengan se-
mua jemaah hendaklah sentiasa
memakai, pelitup muka sepanjang
masa,” katanya di sini pada Rabu.

Menurutnya, turut djl;enarkan,'

jamuan selepas solat di masjid atau

Imbasan kod QR
MySejahtera juga
tidak Eagi diwajibkan

Oleh TUAN BUQHAIRAH
TUAN MUHAMAD ADNAN

. PUTRAJAYA

“gejila adaloh dilaring me-

: SINAR HARIAN

: VAKSIN UNTUK RAKYAT

 Aktiviti berkaltan hari va dibénarkan

surau, program ziarah, ziarah
tanah perkuburan, rumah
terbuka atau majlis hari raya
indoof serta outdoor. .
“Individu yang disahkan
positif Covid-19 dan ber-

nycrrm aktiviti tersebut.

“Protokol ini adalah sebagai p.'mduan

umum, namun tertakluk kepada ki

dan prosedur operasi standard (SOP} olek-

pihak  berkuasa agama. negen, ‘kma
beliau,

Khauy berknta, salam taagan turut
adalah dibenarkan dengan mematuhi etika
dan penjagaan kébersihan tangan,

“Sentiasa mencuci atau mmnhers'fhkm?

vhat

MENDEPANI KRISIS

COVID-19

tangan dan jangan sentuh
muka selepas bersalaman,”
katanya,
Ujarnya, semua senarai
aktiviti yang tidak dibenar-
kan di-dalam SOP Majlis
-4 Kcmelamatan Negara terbi
“tan 1'Aptil 2022 digtigurkan
mulai 15 Mm depan. -
“Agensi berkaitan sedang menyedmlmn .
| bagi pengoperas:annya, " katanya,
“Menyifatkan Aidilfitri pada tahun ini
“sebagai saty, rahmat, Khairy, berkata,

" adalah menjadi, tanggungjawab semua
_pihak untuk, memastikan perayaan tidak
_berakhir dengan kemudaratan.

. Dalam pada jtu, Khairy memaklumkan

Malaysia tidak lagi mengeluarkan
laporan harian berhubung penular'm
jangkitan Covid-19.

Sebaliknya beliau berkata, lapomn
itu akan dikeluarkan pihaknya secara
n an, . a8

“Esok (Khamis) metupakan hari
terakhir KKM (Kementérian Kesihatan
Malaysia) akan mengeluarkannya,”
ujar beliau.

Sejak dua tahun lalu, KKM
mengeluarKan - pelaporan harian
Covid«19 sebagai makluman situasi
pandemik it di negara ini. Pelaporan
tersebut dikeluarkan oleh Ketua
Pengarah Kesihatan, Tan Sri Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah.

Pelitup muka hanya wajib dalam
bangunan, pengangkutan awam

dan kawasan terbuka

emakaian pelitup muka
hanya diwajibkan apa-
bila berada di dalam
bangunan dan peng-
angkutan awam termasuk e-
hailing berkuat kuasa | Mei ini.
Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy
Jamaluddin Abu Bakar berkata,
langkah tersebut dibuat selepas
Kementerian Kesihatan Malaysia
(KKM) meneliti dan melakukan
semakan semula ke atas langkah-
langkah kawalan dan pencegahan
Covid-19 yang boleh dilaksana-
kan semasa dalam fasa peralihan
ke endemik.
Menurutnya, penguatkuasaan
di bawah Akta Pencegahan dan
Pengawalan Penyakit Berjangkit
1988 [Akta 342] dan peraturan-
peraturan di bawahnya akan di-

kenakan ke atas individu yang

gagal mematuhi arahan tersebut.
" “Pelitup muka bagaimanapun
boleh ditanggalkan semasa me-
lakukan senaman berat di dalam
bangunan tetapi ia hendaklah
segera dipakai semula setelah

selesai senaman,” katanya pada

sidang akhbar di kementeriannya
dekat sini pada Rabu.

Beliau berkata, pemakaian
pelitup muka terutamanya di da-
lam bangunan dan pengangkutan
awam masih lagi penting untuk
melindungi diri serta orang di
sekeliling terutamanya mereka
yang berisiko tinggi seperti war-
ga emas, kanak-kanak dan
individu immunocompromised.

Khairy berkata, pemakaian
pelitup muka di luar bangunan

adalah atas pilihan
namun amat digalak-
kan.

Beliau berkata,
KKM torut me-
nyemak keperluan
penjarakan fizikal
dalam prosedur ope-
rasi standard (SOP)
Majlis Keselamatan
Negara (MKN) ter-
bitan 1 April 2022.

“Mengambil kira
semua aktiviti telah di-

premis hendaklah
menyemak  status
risiko individu da-
lam aplikasi My-
Sejahtera yang akan
memasuki premis-

ke kampung, berhari raya ke rumah
saudara-mara atau pergi bercuti.
“Saya juga menggalakkan
persatuan komuniti menggunakan
fungsi ini untuk membantu dalam

berjangkit ini di kawasan
kediaman masing-masing dengan
melaksanakan pelbagai aktiviti
seperti gotong-royong serta
pembersihan kawasan perumahan
dan perkampungan,” katanya.

nya.
“Aplikasi
MySejahtera masih
lagi penting untuk
digunakan antara
lain bagi tujuan
pelaporan keputu-
san ujian pengesa-
nan Covid-19 dan

benarkan dengan peng- L%ET(AAU arahan HSO,” katanya.
gunaan 100 peratus ka- L) DEPAN Beliau berkata, seja-
pasiti ruang, maka }ardenganfasapﬂa]ﬁan
penjarakan fizikal di antara ke endemik, MySejahtera
individu atau kumpulan tidak sebagai “aplikasi kesihatan
diperlukan, namun begitu pen-  awam akan ditambah baik dengan
jarakan fizikal digalakkandalam  pengenalan ciri-ciri baharu. .
keadaan tidak memakai pelitup “Sebagai permulaan, fungsi
muka,” katanya. yang sedia ada, iaitu Hotspot

Sementara itu, Khairy turat  Tracker yang dahulunya diguna-
memaklumkan imbasankod QR kan untuk menjejak kawasan titik

MySejahtera tidak lagi diwajib-
kan apabila seseorang memasuki
premis atau tempat-tempat awam
bermula 1 Mei ini.

Bagaimanapun, orang ramai
diminta supaya mengaktifkan
fungsi MySJ Trace untuk tujuan
pengesanan kontak.

“Individu dengan status be-
risiko tinggi pada aplikasi
MySejahtera iaitu kes positif
Covid-19 dan individu yang di-
beri arahan Perintah Pengawasan
dan Pemantauan di Rumah
(HSQ), tidak dibenarkan masuk
ke premis,” katanya.

Katanya, pihak pengurusan

panas kes Covid-19, kini akan
diubah sebagai Infectious Disease
Tracker untuk melihat kawasan
titik panas penyakit-penyakit lain
iaitu rabies (penyakit anjing gila),
demam campak, penyakit tangan,
kaki & mulut (HFMD) dan
denggi,” ujarnya.

Khairy berkata, kawasan itu
akan ditentukan berdasarkan
jumlah kes aktif di kawasan
lingkungan pengguna untuk
setiap penyakit berjangkit.

“Saya minta rakyat Malaysia
ambil peluang menggunakan

. fungsi yang ditambah baik ini

terutarnanya apabila hendak balik

mengawal penularan penyakit

mMasuk
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e lah lengkap penylasa
dan mendapati kes-kes kemati- .
- an terlibat tiada hubung
dengan vaksin dos penggalak :
‘C@Vld 19 yang diterima. =~

Pengarah  Bahagian
Regulatorl Farmasi' Negara
(NPRA),

- termasuk 1,581 lapor
libatkan penerima
galak dan. 3_24 la

) 2a

~ “Kadar pelapo
-~ melalui Sistem A
“Dr Rashayau =i ey

'.Moha:madSamberkata, lapor- '- codk

‘an itu adalah sebahagian dari- - -
pada 58 laporan Kesan Advers -
Susulan Imunisasi (AEFI) me-
libatkan kematian dalam
kalangan penerima yaksin dos
- penggalak yang - diterima
- hingga 22 April yang memerlu- . -
kan penyiasatan dan penilaian.
-+ “Terdapat 33 laporan lagi
_‘ mas1h dalam proses penyiasat-
an sebelum d1bentangkan unfuk
- pemlzuan oleh JFK,” katanya
dalam satu kenyataan hari ini.

JFK mémalaakanr et terhauap 25 lape
-dengan vaksin dos penggalak cmrld 49 yang d

yarlg : ':‘ ::I., 7;. i

Dmpada ]umlah

Sccarakesclumhamya, be- -~ (WHO

penyiasgtgn dan mendapati | kes-kes kemaﬂaq terlibat ti;
!terlma :

Z_ anlaporanAEFIyangsiﬁnma,ﬂ ]
j_-Ierdapat 1,840
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Tiada lagi
imbasan
mSe]aht

Oleh SITI AISYAH SUKAIMI

'_"h.

utusannews@mediamulia.com.my-

PUTRA.IAYA Malaysia melong-

|

arkan lagi prosedur opera51_

standard (SOP) menangani Co-

'vid-19 apabila memansuhkan

imbasan kod QR MySejahtera

"dan tidak mewajibkan pema-
-kaian pelitup muka di tempat

terbuka bermula 1 Mei ini.
Menteri Kesihatan, Khairy Ja-
maluddm bagaimanapun berka-
ta, rakyat digalakkan ‘mengak-
tifkan fungsi MySJ Trace untuk
tujuan pengesanan kontak.
Katanya, individu dengan
status ‘High Risk’ pada ,
MySejahtera iaitu kes posit
vid-19 dan individu yang diberi

arahan Perintah Pengawasan dan
Pemantauan (HSO) tidak dibenar-.

~kan masuk ke premis.

28 APRIL 2022
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Tiadalagi imbasan MySejahtera

Dari muka1

“Pihak pengurusan premis
hendaklah menyemak status
risiko individu dalam aplikasi
MySejahtera yang akan me-
masuki premisnya. Aplikasi
MySejahtera masih lagi penting
untuk digunakan antara lain bagi
tujuan pelaporan keputusan
ujian pengesanan Covid-19 dan
arahan HSO.

“Ia juga penting untuk mem-
bantu Kementerian Kesihatan
(KKXM) dalam pencegahan dan
kawalan Covid-19,” katanya
dalam sidang akhbar di sini

semalam.

Beliau berkata, sejajar de-
ngan fasa peralihan ke endemik,
MySejahtera sebagai aplikasi
kesihatan awam akan ditambah
baik dengan pengenalan ciri-ciri
baharu.

“Sebagai permulaan, fungsi
sedia ada iaitu Hotspot Tracker
yang dahulunya digunakan un-
tuk menjejak kawasan titik pa-
nas kes Covid-19, kini akan di-
ubah sebagai Infectious Disedse
Tracker untuk melihat kawasan
titik panas penyakit-penyakit
lain iaitu rabies (penyakit anjing
gila), demam campak, penyakit
tangan, kaki dan mulut (HFMD)

serta denggi.

Mengenai pelitup muka, Khairy
berkata, penggunaannya di luar
bangunan (outdoor) dan kawasan
terbuka masih sangat digalakkan
kerana ia mampu mengurangkan
penularan jangkitan.

“Bagaimanapun, Kemen-
terian Kesihatan menggalakkan
pemakaian pelitup muka di
luar bangunan terus diamalkan
terutamanya apabila berada di
kawasan ramai orang dan sesak
seperti bazar Ramadan, pasar
malam dan stadium.

“Selain itu, individu ber-
gejala seperti demam, batuk
dan selsema, individu berisiko

tinggi serta melakukan aktiviti
bersama orang berisiko tinggi
seperti warga emas dan kanak-
kanak.” katanya.

Khairy berkata, pemakaian
pelitup muka adalah wajib
apabila berada di dalam bangu-
nan, gedung beli-belah dan di
dalam pengangkutan awam
termasuk e-Hailing.

Menurutnya, penguatkuasaan
di bawah Akta Pencegahan dan
Pengawalan Penyakit Berjangkit
1988 [Akta 342] dan peraturan-
peraturan di bawahnya akan
dikenakan ke atas individu yang
gagal mematuhi arahan pemaka-
ian pelitup muka.
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RELAXED HARI RAYA

Wearing of face
mask outdoors,
MySejahtera
check-in no longer
compulsory

ADIB POVERA

AND HANA NAZ HARUN
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

ALAYSIA will 1ift

most Covid-19 stan-

dard operating pro-

cedures (SOP), in-
cluding the outdoor face mask
mandate and MySejahtera check-
in, from May 1 onwards.

However, Health Minister
Khairy Jamaluddin stressed thata
face mask must still be worn in-
doors, including in shopping malls
and offices, and on public trans-
port, including e-hailing rides.

“The Health Ministry encour-
ages the public to wear a face
mask outdoors, especially in
crowded spaces, by individuals
who are symptomatic with fever,
cough and flu, by high-risk indi-
viduals, and when conducting ac-
tivities with high-risk individuals
such as the elderly and children.

“We will still enforce the mask
mandate indoors.”

At a press conference yester-
day, Khairy also said the face
mask could be removed when ex-
ercising indoors, when a person
is by himself, when eating and
drinking, when making a speech,
or when doing a performance.

Khairy also announced that it
was no longer compulsory to
check in with the MySejahtera
app. He, however, encouraged
people to activate the MySJ Trace
function in the app for the pur-
pose of contact tracing.

Khairy said the MySejahtera
application- was still important
for reporting the result of a
Covid-19 self-test and the en-
forcement of the home surveil-
lance order (HSO), as well as for
helping the ministry to manage
Covid-19 transmission.

He also announced that healthy
people, irrespective of Covid-19
vaccination status, would be al-
lowed to enter all premises.

On arelated matter, Khairy said
people with Covid-19 could be re-
leased from isolation if they test-
ed negative on the fourth day.

L e

They, however, should perform
the RTK-Antigen test supervised
by a medical practitioner,

The patients would have to
complete the seven-day quaran-
tine if the test on Day 4 showed
that they still have the virus.

He said people could perform
the RTK-antigen test usi ng aself-
test kit under the supervision
of medical practitioners either
physicallyor virtually,

“The result of the test must be
recorded in the eCovid systemi by
the medical practitioners.

“This is to ensure that the data is
integrated with the MySejahtera
application,” he said, adding that
it should be done within an hour
of the test, !

People who opted not to do a -

Covid-19 self-test on Day 4 would
be automatically released after
seven daysof quarantine,

Khairy also announced some
good news in relation to the re-
Iaxation of the SOP for the Hari
Raya Aidilfitri celebration, in-
cluding allowing full capacity for
solat sunat Aidilfitri and also al-
lowing open houses to be held.

Members of the congregation,
however, must always wear a face
mask.

“Indoor Hari Raya celebrations
or open houses can be organised,
but attendees must put on a face
mask,” he said.

The government would also al-
low takbir raya in mosques and
surau, as well as from house to
house with face masks being
WOIT.

People wearing face masks oﬁtdﬁos in KuaIaILumpur yasze}'d
will no longer be compulsory from May 1,

'MOST COVID-19 S.0.Ps
70 BE LIFTED ON MAY 1

L Al

ay. kis

PIC BY ASWADI ALIAS

“Only individuals who show no
Symptoms may participate in
takbir raya and positive cases are
not allowed to join.”

Individuals who are not Covid-
19 positive would also be allowed
tovisit graves and they must wear
aface mask.

“These protocols are as a gen-
eral guideline. However, it is sub-
ject to regulations and SOP set by
the state religious authorities.

“This Aidilfitri is a blessing for
us to celebrate with our families,
relatives and friends after two
years of battling the pandemic.

“Therefore, in transitioning to
the endemic phase, it is our re-
sponsibility to ensure that the
festivity does not end in harm,”
Khairy added.

He reminded Malaysians that
unvaccinated children and the el-
derly, especially those with co-
morbidities, were at higher risk of
severe Covid-19 infection.

“We are still in a pandemic, so
we still need to be on alert and be
careful.

“But insyaAllah, (the situation
is) controlled. After two years of
not being able to balik kampung,
the Health Ministry has done its
best, so go home and enjoy Hari
Raya.”

Pagel pic: Mohd Abdul Hadi and
his wife, Nurul Nor Amira
Zainal, whe is a nurse at Kuala
Lumpur Hospital, packing for
their Hari Raya trip to Besut,
Terengganu, with their children
Yyesterday.
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KUALA LUMPUR: The majority of
adverse events following immu-
nisation (AEFI) reports received
so far are mild cases, the National
Pharmaceutical Regulatory Agen-
cy (NPRA) said yesterday, '
NPRA director Dr Roshayati
Mohamad Sani said the agency
had evaluated 26,160 AEFI re-
ports and found that 93 per cent
of the cases were mild side-ef-
fects. .
- The most frequently reported
adverse events, she said, includ-
ed fever, pain at the site of in-
jection, headaches, muscle aches
and fatigue. : i
“The reporting rate for AEFI

through NPRA's system, on av-

erage, is 374 reports for every one
million doses. 13 .

“Of the total AEFI Teports re-

ceived, some 1,840 reports (equiv-
alent to'26 reports for every one
million doses on average) have
been categorised as serious ef-
fects based on the World Health

- Organisation’s classification, that

defines adverse effects as either
resulting in hospital admission,
extension of stay in hospital, en-
dangering life, causing signifi-
cant disabilities, or requiring in-
tervention to prevent permanent
damage to the body, congenital
defects, or potential death,
“All serious AEFI reports re-

ceived require thorough investi-
gation and detailed assessment

before the correlation between
the vaccine and the adverse ef-

- fects can be determined.,

“The total number of serious
AEFIreports received include 611
reports that involve fatalities
among vaccine recipients. :

“The Covid-19 Vaccine Special

- Pharmacovigilance Committee

has completed investigations in-

' to 460 reports and found that

none of the fatalities had direct
correlation to the vaccine.”
- Dr Roshayati said the overall
AEFI reports among booster re-

cipients (1,851 reports) was lower

compared with the overall AEFI
reporting rate. Of the 1,851 reports
received, only 144 were classified
as serious cases. T .
This, she said, was equivalent to
nine reports for every one million
vaccine doses administered, By
Dhesegaan Bala Krishnan - -

28 APRIL 2022
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-were in categories 1 and 2, and 30 ;
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UPBATES

KUALA LUMPUR: The Health Min-

istry logged 3,361 new Covid-19°
cases on Tuesday, up from 2,478

on Monday.

- Health director-general Tan Sri
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah yes-
terday said 3,355 were local in-
fections, involving 3,221
Malaysians and 134 forelgners
and the rest were imported. -

- This brought the cumilative
'cases to 4,436,912, Wlth 61 871 ac-

tive cases.
A majority of cases were belng

‘Dr Noor Hlsham said 101 pa—
tlents were bemg treated in in-

tensive care units (ICUs), includ- -
ing 55 confirmed Covid-19 cases,
and 46 suspected, probable and

underinvestigation cases.

- He said 63 patients required

breathing assistance, ;ncludmg

35 who had Covid-1
“Of the 3,361

99pc of 3,361 new cases
in categorles 1 /i

patients were in categones 3 4
and s o

“Among the 30 cases . (m cat-
egories 3, 4 and 5), 14 cases in-
volved those who were unvacci-

nated or have not completed

their vaccination, 10 have not re-

“ceived their booster shots, and
- six have recelved thelr booster

shot,
“Sixteen of the 30 Bcases in-
volved those aged 60 and above,

" 17have comorb1d1t1es and one is a
: pregnant woman.” ‘
quarantined at home, while 2.51 =
_per cent of the patients had to be
“hospitalised. - :

 Headded that 9,484 beeple had

- recovered frorn Covid-19 on Tues-
~day, i mcreasmg the number of cu-
~ mulative recoveries to 4,339,521.

The ministry recorded 13
deaths due to Covid-19, , including

',one brought-in-dead case.
' The total number:ﬁ:}f deaths_
stoodat35,520, W w

- On Covid-19 health«ﬁac’ihty us-

-age, he said all states showed less
- than 50 per cent usage for crit-
ical, ICU; non-ICU and Covid-19
: quarantlne and low-risk treat—
_ment centre beds.
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Free vaccine offer for kids but only until May 15

PUTRAJAYA: Parents of unvacci-
nated children aged five to 12 will
have to pay for their children’s jabs
if they intend to get their children
vaccinated with their first dose of
Covid-19 vaccine after May 15, says
Khairy Jamaluddin.

-The Health Minister said the
National Immunisation Programme
for Children (PICKids) ends on May
15 and the government cannot
afford to extend the deadline due to
the expiry date of the Vaccine stock.

“We will set aside a supply of
vaccines for children who are turn-
ing five this year.

“There will also be vaccine kept
after the deadline for children who
were infected with Covid-19 who
will have to wait a month before
they are able to get their first dose.

“But for the rest, May 15 is the
deadline, We cannot afford to

extend the deadline hecause this
has to do with the expiry date of the
vaccine, the delivery schedule from
the manufacturer and also our
plans to procure more antiviral

“After May 15 when PICKids end,
children have the option to get
their vaccines by paying for them, it
would not be free anymore. The
only type of vaccine available
under the paid programme is
Sinovac.

“Pfizer vaccines will only be
given through PICKids and this will
no longer be administered after
May 15 to those who have yet to
receive their first dose,” said Khairy
at a press conference at the minis-
ry yesterday.

Khairy expressed disappoint-
ment that only 42% of the country’s
children population has been vacci-

nated, despite efforts to promote
the programme through the Covid-
19 Immunisation Task Force for
Children (CITF-C).

“The task force has done its work
well to hold campaigns and set up
PPV (vaccination centres) at
schools. Unfortunately, a majority
of parents-still did not allow their
children to be vaccinated. I antici-
pate only 45% of our children will
be jabbed. : .

“But we have two more weeks
left before the end of the pro-
gramme and I really hope parents
will take this opportunity to vacci-
nate their children,” said Khairy.

Khairy said between October
2021 and April this year, 245 cases
of Multisystem Inflammatory
Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) were
reported due to Covid-19 infections.

“Two days ago, we also received

news of an 11-year-old child who
died after suffering from MIS-C as a
result of a Covid-19 infection. The
child was unvaccinated.

“This incident should encourage
parents to get the Covid-19 vaccine
for their children,” he said.

Association of Private Hospitals
Malaysia (APHM) president Datuk
Dr Kuljit Singh expressed concern
over the low rate of vaccination
among children despite the govern-
ment’s effort to get parents to pro-
tect their children,

“It is worrying that only 42% of
children. are vaccinated as some
suffer from severe symptoms when
infected by the virus.

“The government has provided
enough safeguards and parents
should step up effort to get their
children vaccinated,” he said when
contacted yesterday.

Giant step to endemic phase

Face masks no longer a must outdoors, s

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia took a giant
_step towards Covid-19 endemicity
" with a raft of new rules, with face
masks no longer a must when out-
doors, registering with
MySejhatera app not needed and
social distancing also not required.

Khairy  Jamaluddin, who
announced the new set of rules,
said face masks can come off when
people are outside their houses,
offices or when they are at a park or
bus stops from May 1,

However, the Health Minister

said the community should contin- -
ue to self-regulate and adopt good

practices so the spread of the virus
remains under control.

“We have given Malaysians the
option to mask up or not when
outdoors but make your choice

. based on the ministry’s advice,” he
told at a press conference.

“The practice of wearing face
masks is simple. When you are out-
doors, it is optional. If you come
across crowded areas, mask up.

“If there are senior citizens
around and they request that you
wear a mask, just do so. This is what
we call community solidarity and
individual responsibility,” he added.

- “We encourage the public to con-
tinue wearing face masks in crowd-
ed places like night markets and
stadiums. Those who are sympto-
matic or are having activities with
high-risk groups such as senior citi-
zens and children should also do
s0,” he said.

the-

However, the wearing of face
masks remains mandatory indoars,
including in office buildings, class-
rooms, shopping malls, lifts as well
as public transportation including
ehailing.

“The use of face masks, especially
in buildings and public transport,
remains crucial.

“This is particularly so among
those who are at high risk such as
senior citizens, children and immu-
nocompromised individuals,” he
explained.

Khairy also announced that

MySejahtera check-ins are no
longer required to enter premises.
Entry into premises is allowed
regardless of vaccination status.

“Premise owners are only
required to check visitors’ risk sta-
tus on MySejahtera and those who
are Covid-19° positive are not
allowed to enter,” he said.

From May 1, those who are Covid-
19 positive cases may also be
released from quarantine after the
fourth day. -

If they remain positive, they must
complete the seven days of quaran-

ays Khairy

st

On a new

. direction:
Khairy (right)
greeting Dr
Noor Azmi with
a handshake
while Dr Noor
Hisham looks
on at the press
conference in
Putrajaya.

— Bernama

tine, after which they will be auto-
matically released. There is no need
to take a test on the seventh day.

Khairy also said the National
Security Council’s negative list is no
longer applicable from May 15, add-
ing that authorities are working on
operational procedures to allow
nightclubs to reopen.

: =
Watch the video &%
TheStarTV.com [F

Travel rules
further
eased as
endemicity
beckons

PUTRAJAYA: Fully vaccinated tra-
vellers entering Malaysia need not
undergo pre-departure and on-arri-
val Covid-19 tests from May 1
onwards. '

This is among a slew of standard
operating procedure (SOP) relaxa-
tions being made as the country
transitions into endemicity.

Health Minister Khairy Jamalud-
din said that fully vaccinated travel-
lers - either Malaysians or foreign-
ers — who are aged 13 and above are
also not required to undergo super-
vised RTK-Antigen tests within ‘24
hours upon arrival,

They are also not required to
undergo quarantine.

The same SOP applies to children
aged 12 and below as well as those
who have been infected with Covid-
19 within six to 60 days hefore
departure, he said.

“For partally vaccinated and
unvaccinated travellers, the SOP
requirement to do an RT-PCR test .
two days before departure and
supervised RTK-AG test within 24
hours upon arrival remains applica-
ble.

“These groups of travellers, who
are 18 years old and above, are also
to undergo five days’ quarantine
upon their arrival in Malaysia,” he
told a press conference here yester-
day.

They are also to do an RT-PCR test
on Day 4 or a professionally conduct-
ed RTK-Ag test on Day 5 of their
quarantine.

These changes all take effect from
May 1.

“Travellers found to be sympto-
matic at international entry points
will be ordered to undergo profes-
sional RTK-Ag testing,” said Khairy.

He added that the same policy
applies to all categories of travellers,
including those performing umrah
or haj, and foreign workers.

Umrah and haj travellers are also
required to take booster shots prior
to their departure.

Travellers are still required to
present a Traveller’s Card on their
MySejahtera application on arrival.

Khairy also announced that
Covid-19 insurance is no longer a
pre-condition for non-Malaysian
travellers entering the country
beginning May 1.

Before this, it was compulsory for
travellers arriving in Malaysia to
purchase Covid-19 insurance with a
minimum coverage of US$20,000
(RM84,000).
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option of not
wearing face masks
outdoors starting
May 1.

~- AMIRUL SYAFIQ
/THESUN

Face masks not compulsory outdoors from May 1

PUTRAJAYA: Effective May 1, the
wearing of face masks outdoors and
in open areas will-no longer be
compulsory.

However, it will remain a
requirement indoors and in public
transport  vehicles, including
e-hailing vehicles, Health Minister
Khairy Jamaluddin said yestes
whi]z!lyaunoundng the re]xxaﬂpr:ig
Covid-19 preventive and control
measures in line with the transition

NEWS WITHOUT BORDERS

to the endemic phase.

“The ministry still encourages
the wearing of face masks outdoors,
especially in crowded areas such as
Ramadan bazaars, night markets
and stadiums, as they can reduce
the risk of infection.”

Khairy said the wearing of face
masks is compulsory indoors, such
asin shopping malls, and action can
be taken under the Prevention and
Control of Infectious Diseases Act

1988 against individuals who fail to
comply with the regulation.

He said' face masks can be
removed when the person is alone,
eating, drinking, delivering a speech
or performing a show.

“The wearing of face masks,
especially indoors and in public
transport, is still important to
Pprotect oneself and those around,
especially those in’the high-risk

-group, such as senior citizens,

Over 1.5 million children given first vaccine dose

KUALA LUMPUR: A total of 761,309
children aged between five and 11 or
2L4% of the group have been fully
vaccinated under the National
Covid-19 Immunisation Pr :
for Children as of Tuesday.

Based on the CovidNOW website,
a total 0f 1,504,066 children or 42.3%,
have received at least one dose. -

For adolescents aged between 12
and 17, 2,889,620 or 92.9% have
completed their vaccination, while
2,988,492 or 96.1% have received at
least one vaccine dose.

As for adults, 16,020,386 or 68.1%
have received the booster shot, while

22,965,472 or 97.6% have completed
their vaccination and 23,242,030 or
98.8% received at least one dose.

A total of 34,376 vaccine doses
were dispensed on Tuesday,
comprising 6,906 for the first dose,
22,782 for the second and 4,688 for
booster shot, bringing the cumulative
number of doses administered under
the National Covid-19 Immunisation
Programme to 70,158,087.

According to the Health Ministry's
GitHub portal, 13 Covid-19 related
deaths were reported on Tuesday,
with Selangor and Kuala Lumpur

recording the highest at three cases

children and immuno
compromised individuals”
Khairy said the standard

operating procedures on physical
distancing among individuals and
Broups are also unnecessary as all
activities have been allowed with
100% use of space capacity,

“However, physical distancing is
encouraged in places where
everyone is not wearing face masks,”
he said. - Bernama

each, followed by Kedah and Perak
with two cases each, and Malacca,
Pahang and Penang with one each.

Atotal of 3,361 new Covid-19 cases
were recorded on Tuesday, with 3,331
or 99.11% in categories one and two,

Health Director-General Tan Sri
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said the
remaining 30 cases or 0.89% were in
categories three, four and five, where
14 cases involved those who did not
Teceive their jabs and who did not
complete their vaccination.

Ten of the cases were those who
received both doses , but not the
booster shot, while six received the

booster dose, he said yesterday.

Noor Hisham added 16 cases
involved those aged 60 and above, 17
with comorbidities and .one case
involved a pregnant woman.

With the additional new cases, the
cumulative number of Covid-19 cases
on Tuesday was 4,436,912,

Actotal of 9,484 recovery cases were
recorded on Tuesday, bringing the
cumulative total to 4,339,521.

On the number of patients
admitted to hospitals on Tuesday, 87
involved categories one and two
while 93 involved categories three,
four and five, he said. - Bernama



